
Minutes of the 89th Annual General Meeting 
of the Old Hymerians Association and 

Annual General Meeting of 

The Old Hymerians Association (Holdings) Limited

 6 June 2009
Hymers College 

1. Notice of meeting

1.1 The President welcomed all attendees and declared the meeting open.
1.2 There were 18 members (including the Management Committee) present.
2. Apologies
 

Neil Gibson, Martyn Green, David Waddington, Edward Clarke.
3. Minutes of meeting 14th June 2008
They were approved as written.
4. President's (Martin Hall) report 

4.1 The business plan is still being worked to. It is taking longer than expected but it is important to get it right. 
4.2 The OH are beginning to see the benefits of Linda as Alumni Manager.  

4.2.1 The OH magazine has been successfully amalgamated with the school magazine;
4.2.2 The membership databases are taking longer to amalgamate than we had hoped but as at 1 September 2009 the two databases will be combined;
4.2.3 The website which is being funded by the school is ready to go live but it needs testing first.
4.3 Haworth court is an ongoing project and it is important to maximise the value for the Old Hymerians Association. Currently there are two interested parties who we are continuing discussions with.  
4.4 Due to the financial status of the Old Hymerians and the requirement for funds in the future all events held by the Old Hymerians must not make a loss and preferably a profit.

4.5 To date, no nomination had been received for the position of Vice President. If anyone was aware of any potential candidates please let the Committee know.

4.6 The next social event was to be later that day being the clay pigeon President’s day and BBQ.  29 are coming to it, many of which are young members and new faces. Following that is the luncheon club on the P&O ferry on the 2 July 2009, the Garden Party on 4 July 2009, the OH golf tournament on 8 July 2009, annual dinner on 28 November 2009 and Southern Branch dinner in February 2010.
4.7 Team Hymers have entered the London Triathalon.  The team consists of Andrew Fulton (run), Ben Cowley (bike) and Oliver Barrett (swim). After the event Martyn Green will be doing a BBQ. Supporters are most welcome.
4.8 The President thanked Mary Walker for her support as Vice President, Linda Tebb as the Alumni Manager, Mark Pullan and Alistair Latham for their help over the past year.

4.9 The President thanked David Elstone for his enthusiasm on change and for the use of the school.  Martyn Green for organising very successful Southern events.  Claire Robinson and Simon Ramshaw for dealing with tickets and seating plans at the dinner.  Vivian Bush for being Master of Ceremonies at the dinner and John Gosnold for organising the luncheon club.

4.10 The President also thanked Alex Sutton for all his hard work over the years as President and then Secretary of the Membership and Communications section of the Old Hymerians. A role he has carried out with great enthusiasm since 1991.  Alex retires from the position with effect from the end of the meeting. A presentation of a tankard was made to Alex in recognition of the work he had done over the years.

5. Hon Treasurer’s (Mark Pullan) report

5.1 The Treasurer handed out The Old Hymerians Association Income and Expenditure Account for the 12 month period ended 31 March 2009 and Balance Sheet as at 31 March 2009 and The Old Hymerians Association (Holdings) Limited Report of the Directors and Unaudited Financial Statements for the year ended 31 March 2009.
5.2 The Old Hymerians Association 

5.2.1 Sales of insignia had raised £453. With thanks to Mike Whitehead for the increase in income.
5.2.2 Donations consist of direct debit subscriptions.
5.2.3 229 tickets were sold at the dinner at £32.50 per ticket. The school had not charged for some expenses and corkage from the bar and wine has not been received.  The President paid for some items out of his own pocket.  Despite this the dinner made a loss and this can not be allowed to continue.
5.2.4 In the balance sheet cash is down to £15,000
5.3 The Old Hymerians Association (Holdings) Limited
5.3.1 Administration expenses are solicitors fees and DTZ fees on Haworth court.

5.3.2 In 2008-2009 the only income was from Haworth Court rent.

In summary the Association needs to make money.
5.4 It was proposed that both sets of accounts should be approved. This was seconded and it was carried unanimously.  

5.5 It was agreed that Nick Densely and Nick Auton be elected as scrutineers for the ensuing year 
6. Membership secretary's (Alex Sutton) report
6.1 Alex Sutton reported as follows:

6.1.1 Membership: The numbers remain fairly steady – between 2600 and 2700. The President talked to the 2008 leavers and most of them joined the Association. About 15 more ‘mature’ former pupils were also recruited, mainly by attending the KC lunches. There have been a number of deaths to record. Most were the more elderly members but, sadly, two were young men who Alex had the pleasure of teaching.

6.1.2 Website: The Website has creaked along during the year with an increasing number of problems. Lucy Palmer worked hard to sort out the difficulties but Alex has been unable to register new members on the website for over 6 months. David Waddington devised a new website which is more user friendly and he spent some considerable time in setting up the possible replacement. It would appear that financial support from the HCA will establish a new website to wok in conjunction with the School’s website which is also being updated. Alex thanked Lucy and David for all their hard work.

6.1.3 Magazine: No magazine has been produced since Issue 11 in May 2007. A magazine was produced for September 2008 which was to be incorporated into the Hymerian Magazine. This would mean OH members would receive news of the School as well as news of Old Hymerians. It is hoped that the combined magazine will be posted to members in the near future.

6.1.4 Insignia: Organised by Mike Whitehead, there continues to be a steady sale of OH articles. The Annual Dinner saw a good number of ties and cufflinks purchased by the younger members present. Mike has ideas about new items for the future, some of which should appeal to the female members of the Association. Alex thanked Mike for all his sterling work.

6.1.5 Archives: Colin Heywood and David Bond have made a start on the relocation of memorabilia in premises provided by Martin Hall, the President. There are other items in other locations. There are items of common interest among the items stored at the School and it is hoped that Richard Summers can meet with Colin and David to assess what can be done about cataloguing the items.

6.1.6 KC Lunch: The OH Lunch is now organised by John Gosnold after Richard completed 3 years and 18 lunches, most of them at the KC Stadium. Richard was always on hand to help out when John was out of the country and we have had some memorable meetings with a wide range of fascinating topics from the after lunch speakers. John’s talk on his visit to the Philippines, on behalf of Rotary International,  provided  a most  fascinating and moving occasion. Alex thanked Richard and John for all of their hard work and to those speakers who kept us all well entertained.

6.1.7 Public Recognition: A number of Old Hymerians have been rewarded for their services in a wide range of aspects of Public life. Malcolm Levitt was elected as a Fellow of the Royal Society (the first of my pupils ever to receive such a prestigious appointment). Nigel Chapmen, Steven Boyd and Tom Goldberg were awarded honours by the Queen for their services in various areas of their work. Robin Storey was awarded a prize as Professional Artist of the Year in the Landscape section. Alfred Morris was pointed Vice Chancellor of the University of Lampeter, the oldest University in Wales.

6.1.8 Sport: Tom Biggs and Robert Vicarman were prominent members of the Leeds Carnegie team which was promoted to the Premier division of English Rugby Union and also played for England in various International Sevens competitions, the latest being in Dubai this year. 

6.1.9 Katie O’Brien, the British Ladies Number 2, ranked 108 in the World, played in the French Open Championships for the first time and she will be playing in the All England Championships at Wimbledon in June. Alex offered our congratulations and continued progress to them all and to any others who may not have registered on the OH radar. Alex also wished good luck to Andrew Fulton, Ben Cowley and Oliver Barrett who will represent the Old Hymerians in the London Triathlon in August with support from Martin Hall.

6.1.10 Alex thanked the Officers of the Association, the members of the Membership and Communications Section, the Headmaster, Jaynie Platten and Linda Tebb who have supported him in his activities in the Association over the past twenty years.

7. Elections

7.1 The following positions and nominations were voted upon and carried:
President: Mary Walker
Vice President: no nominations
Honorary Secretary: Alistair Latham

Chairman Communications Committee: No nominations
Honorary Treasurer: Mark Pullan

Southern Branch Chairman: Martyn Green

Other member (1): Steve West

Other member (2): Dennis Headley-Green
7.2 The co-opted Rule 15 members were to be appointed at the next meeting of the Management Committee.

7.3 It was resolved that the directorships of the The Old Hymerians Association (Holdings) Limited were to be changed in accordance with its Articles of Association. David Waddington resigned as a director.
7.4 After the elections the new President chaired the meeting and started by thanking Martin Hall, the outgoing President, for all he had done in guiding the Association during the year and the start of a new era for the Old Hymerians.  
7.5 The new President outlined her plans for the forthcoming year:
7.5.1 Build on the success that Martin Hall has achieved;
7.5.2 Continue to progress the business plan;
7.5.3 Bring the Old Hymerians up to date and relevant for new Old Hymerians and existing Old Hymerians;
7.5.4 Update and keep the database of OH’s updated.  Feedback from members was invaluable in assisting with this.
7.5.5 Raise funds to allow:
7.5.5.1 Support for OH’s in finding careers and business development;
7.5.5.2 Support to be given to the school.
7.5.6 Make the annual dinner the flagship event for the area. For the first time a professional speaker, Michael Portillo has been booked and this has been paid for by Smailes Goldie accountants and Stamp Jackson & Procter solicitors.
7.5.7 Keep the OH luncheon club going and build on it - The KC lunches are fantastic and would be even better for the Association if a profit could be made from them.
7.5.8 Consider the role of the Old Hymerians Association for attracting legacies for the school. The Old Hymerians Association do not want to cause offence to anyone but there needs to be an opportunity for OH’s to give to the school.
7.5.9 Haworth Court is a long term project but will be progressed.
7.6 Linda Tebb’s support was greatly appreciated and it was hoped that this support would continue.
8. Any other business
Edward Clark had submitted a written report which was read out by the Secretary as follows:

“Annual golf competitions to be held next week, 10th June, any late entries please ring John Boddy 651648.

For the first time since 2006, we have qualified for the National Finals of the Public Schools Old Boys Golf Association competition, the Grafton Morrish Trophy.

The team of Jonathan Clark, Shane Turner, Andrew Nelson, Richard Youden, Chris Pyle and Matthew Limb came fifth at Huddersfield on 17th May, with six teams from the North region qualifying.
The finals will be held 25/27th September at Hunstanton, Norfolk, and any support would be welcome. It should be noted that entries are by school name, i.e. Hymers, and not under Old Boys titles. Good publicity for the school is thus gained in the national press.

I have been in contact with Paul Routledge from the school, and we are hopeful of re-instating the matches between the pupils/OH’s and staff/OH’s, in a triangular format, to include also the pupils trophy, which has not been played for a number of years. I will let you know the date as and when it is agreed.

I will let you know the results of next week's competitions, so that you can use all the information for "The Hymerian".”
The meeting finished at 11.05 a.m.
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